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Preparing the Site

These two pictures show the same area at
different stages in the Leake Site
4. excavation. Before archaeologists really
-_,._—;;;9;-{;_’3%;;#“1 begin excavating they might have to
A 5o remove grass, topsoil, or even concrete.

v

) : »

Yl » et Lol o
[} i

ARCHAEOLOGY is fun and exciting, but

it isn’t just about digging in the dirt.

When you hear the word “archaeology,” what
pops into your mind? Maybe Egyptian

pyramids...lost civilizations...or Indiana Jones? ” _ =
Once in the lab, piecing

Those ideas are on the right track, but there’s together the various pieces of the

definitely more to archaeology than all that. For puzzle was just as interesting as the fieldwork
— searching through archives to find long-lost

i The drawine »

starters, not all archaeologists work in far off, . TARE 5™ SR RS it R, e | ' : g above recor
exoticlocations A ot of arehseolagy-isidone right maps and photog_raph_s of the site, lf:Ientlfymg P s o s el TS T e b . %3 4 What’s in the Photogra dhs
b .G L unusual and exotic artifacts left behind by the AR o e BT e S o | . to the |left. Cam :

ere in Lyeorgia: people who lived at and visited Leake. My useful byt they d el
What many people don’t realize is how much involvement with the Leake site has been an | r everything Loolfn ¢ shiow
work archaeologists do besides digging. Before an extremely rewarding experience.’ extra information t}?t Hig

) & boo: b glg 8 " - Scot Keith, principal archaeologist archaeologijstc i at the
43:xt::zur.?s.:t:rrlli1 even ) egins archaeo ogists have tz at the Leake Site thed 8I5ts Included in
research the site by examining notes, maps, an
other documents. _ —_—
In the Spotlight
During the excavation archaeologists have to A big part of doing archaeology is getting the . 5y
prepare the site by removing grass and topsoil and public involved. During excavations at the %ﬂaﬁg}gggl .
by laying out excavation units. P:fChae?lf-’ngts Leake Site, the public was welcome to come s thaT sale Ssiite -
also have to photograph what they’re doing and see what was happening and to ask = & o
take very detailed notes. : : : artow County, Georgla =
Y questions. Look for excavations in your area [ - ‘ =
it to meet archaeologists or even to help out! == volume L eSS == i
Once the excavation is over, archaeologists clean, .. g - P : Archaeologists don’t
process, sort, and identify the objects that they keep the objects or
uncovered. Everything the archaeologists did at an _ information that they
exicavatmn and all the 1.nform'at1on they uncovered | “*hfaa-. find. Objects are placed
will eventually be published in a report. .. 7 2 in museums or special
: ,,J?- J storage facilities and any
ol A ijnformatizn that was ¥ %,
: 1 , iIscovered is put into a
DELIE el cenes Final Report, like this D v

one. The report for the
Leake Site is over 500
pages long!

For as much time as archaeologists spend in
the field, they spend even more time in the
. e - : lab. Archaeologists need to clean, sort,
Sqan thls code thh y@ui‘*s;fnart phme study, and preserve the artifacts. This

T - to unlock additional centent~like——- b 2, :
n. videosand dcastsl archaeologist is examining pieces of pottery.
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